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PRESIDENT’S PERSPECTIVE
 At Cedarville University, we want every student on the mission 
field before graduation, taking the Gospel of Jesus Christ to 
the ends of the earth. We strongly and frequently voice this 
desire, but we don’t require it because we encourage our 
students to pursue missions through their local churches. In 
this way, we establish the precedent of the local church as the 
primary sending body for mission efforts. 
For various reasons, not all college students participate 
in missions through their local churches. Therefore, we 
have a division of the University devoted to the logistics and 
promotion for local and global missions for  these students. We 
call this area Global Outreach. We named it this intentionally. 
On a university campus, especially in the age of texting, 
students naturally shorten everything. So Global Outreach 
becomes GO, which means our marketing material is CU GO 
— exactly what we want our students, faculty, and staff to do. 
Recently, some have criticized short-term missions trips by 
stating the money would be better used to support a long-
term missionary, or they argue that short-term trips do more 
harm than good to the host area. We don’t agree! Rather, 
we believe that we should support both short-term and 
long-term missions. 
Short-term missions trips inspire a heart for missions and 
a more fervent desire in the participant to support missions 
through prayer and giving. Rarely, if ever, have I met a long-
term missionary that did not begin to sense God’s call as a 
result of or through a short-term trip. God tends to work 
and move in the hearts of those who embark upon mission 
with Him, perhaps even more deeply than in those to whom 
they go. 
Our Global Outreach office coordinates short-term trips 
with long-term efforts whenever possible. The local church 
or ministry partner guides our efforts, and we submit to their 
authority and expertise. In this way, we come alongside the 
long-term effort to participate in lasting Gospel advancement. 
Our office also helps students write support letters, distribute 
prayer updates, and receive gifts to finance their trips. We 
provide training for the unique cultural encounters and 
ministry opportunities students will experience. We desire to 
further Gospel work among the nations, but not to make the 
nations look just like ours. We strive to support indigenous 
ministries whenever possible. 
We  a l s o  h a v e  a 
secondary yet important 
educational component 
to our missions efforts. 
Our students experience 
and learn to appreciate 
new cultures. Short-term missions trips allow us to see how 
materially blessed we are in America and how other parts of 
the world experience joy, contentment, and happiness with far 
less. This fights against our tendency to idolize comforts and 
material possessions when we realize genuine joy arises from 
contentment in Christ — not materialism.  
Further, we see that God is working in the hearts of people 
all over the world. Sometimes we drift into the mentality that 
God has chosen America as His only people. While God has 
blessed us graciously, He died for and redeems people from 
every tribe and every tongue. We are not the only people 
God has chosen to work through, and seeing this firsthand 
promotes spiritual unity and humility across racial and 
national boundaries. 
Ultimately, our efforts to make disciples in Cedarville, 
the Midwest, America, and the ends of the earth is simply 
obedience to the Great Commission of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
As we follow Matthew 28:18–20, we long for King Jesus to 
receive the glory He deserves. We desire that from every tribe 
and nation, knees would bow and tongues would confess that 
Jesus is Lord to the glory of God the Father (Phil. 2:10–11). 
You can join us on that mission through supporting 
our teams in prayer, partnering with us to provide mission 
opportunities, or supporting our students through scholarships 
for trips. We hope that the stories in this magazine will inspire 
you as we want to “CU GO” on mission with God, too. May we 
all support missions efforts while standing firm for the Word 
of God and the Testimony of Jesus Christ.
In Christ,
 
Thomas White, President
 cedarville.edu/president
 @DrThomasWhite
 facebook.com/DrThomasWhite
 instagram.com/drthomaswhite/
 linkedin.com/in/jthomaswhite
 Subscribe at drthomaswhite.com
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 11  THE GREAT COMMISSION NEXT DOOR
CLEM BOYD AND ANDREW J. GRAFF   Cedarville students are serving in 
local ministries at county jails, with refugee children, and on college campuses. 
They realize that fulfilling the Great Commission starts with the next-door neighbor. 
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MATTHEW BENNETT   Cedarville is sending missionaries, not just to foreign 
countries, but into local churches, communities, and career fields to make a Gospel 
impact where they live, work, and worship. 
 6  GLOBAL OUTREACH SUMMER DIARY
This summer, Cedarville sent 25 teams on missions trips internationally. Students, 
faculty, and staff brought the truth of salvation to kids, teens, and adults —  many of 
whom had not previously heard the Gospel — through camps, sports, and vacation 
Bible schools.
 18  SHORT-TERM TEAMS, LONG-TERM IMPACT
CLEM BOYD AND NATALIA KIRYCHUK ’19   Cedarville sends hundreds of 
students, along with faculty and staff, each year to support missionaries all around 
the globe. These teams make a Kingdom difference the minute they arrive.
 15  MULTIPLYING URBAN DISCIPLESHIP
MADI CANNON ’17   Inner City Impact (ICI) in Chicago is a longtime partner 
with Cedarville in bringing the Good News of Jesus Christ to the urban poor.  
Over the years, many students have been encouraged to pursue urban ministry 
for a lifetime because of their experience with ICI. 
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Cedarville University is a Christ-centered 
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education marked by excellence and 
grounded in biblical truth.
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biblical authority, passion for the Great 
Commission, and intentional discipleship 
that transforms lives for godly service, 
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22  LIFETIME OF MINISTRY 
AS TOLD TO MICHELE (CUMMINGS) SOLOMON ’91  Throughout  
Cedarville’s history, alumni have obeyed the Great Commission to make disciples of all 
nations. Meet men and women from the last six decades faithfully serving the Lord on 
missions fields all around the world. 
28  CUGO: YEARS OF GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT
From the 1950s through today, Cedarville University has been equipping students to 
take the Gospel into their vocations, their neighborhoods, and across the globe. 
Go therefore and MAKE DISCIPLES of all nations, 
BAPTIZING THEM in the name of the Father and of the Son 
and of the Holy Spirit, TEACHING THEM to observe all that I 
have commanded you.
Matthew 28:19–20a
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Missions is part of the DNA of Cedarville 
University. I first realized this during my faculty 
interview when Dr. White cited the famous 
19th-century haystack prayer meeting, saying, 
“If a worldwide missions movement could begin 
under a haystack, my prayer is that the next one 
starts right here in the cornfields of Ohio.” I heartily 
agree. Since you are reading this magazine, I suspect 
you probably do, too. In fact, a number of Cedarville’s 
greatest distinctives emerge by unpacking our answer 
to the question, “Why is missions so important at 
Cedarville?” While an adequate response warrants 
a book, I will restrict myself to a theological reason, a 
cooperative reason, and a strategic reason.
WHY
MISSIONS?
BY MATTHEW BENNETT
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WHY DOES MISSIONS EXIST?
Before we ask specifically about Cedarville’s 
involvement in missions, we should consider why 
missions exists at all. Contrary to some models, 
thinking biblically about missions begins way before 
Paul and Barnabas. It begins even before Jonah and 
Abraham. In fact, missions begins in Genesis 1:1. By 
His act of creation — particularly human creation 
— God demonstrates His desire to be known. In the 
incarnation and the Gospel, we see the extent to 
which God will go to make Himself known. And by 
sending the Holy Spirit, God invites and empowers 
His Church into His mission to be known. One might 
say that our triune God is Himself the first missionary. 
As such, our summons to missions is naturally bound 
up in the mission of God itself.
Too often, however, the language of missions is 
used to encompass all the various good, philanthropic 
activities that reflect God’s desires for wholeness, 
peace, and justice on a social level. Building 
projects, health clinics, orphan care, and the like 
are all important humanitarian activities. Yet these 
good endeavors, when detached from evangelism, 
discipleship, and church planting, do not constitute 
biblical missions. 
Instead, God has given us clear instructions 
about playing our role within His ultimate mission. 
Often referred to as the Great Commission, 
Matthew 28:18–20 includes a clear description of 
how Christians are to participate in God’s mission: 
make disciples indiscriminately, baptize them, and 
teach them to obey all that Jesus commanded. The 
Great Commission is the mission of the church, and 
through it, we make God known and play our part in 
God’s mission.
In light of this commission, we must recognize 
there are places in the world where people have 
never heard the Gospel, where disciples have not 
been made yet, and there is currently no church 
offering acceptable worship to God in Christ. This is 
where the need for international missions arises. In 
the oft-quoted words of John Piper’s Let the Nations 
Be Glad!, “Missions exists because worship doesn’t.” 
International missions, then, is a crucial component 
of the mission of the Church. And at Cedarville, our 
students have a pivotal role to play. 
WHY DOES CEDARVILLE INVEST IN 
MISSIONS?
Cedarville does not send missionaries, but we 
partner with churches in missions. Since Cedarville 
exists for the Word of God and the Testimony of Jesus 
Christ, our University is inextricably tied to the service 
of Jesus’ Church and her mission. Primarily, we do 
this by preparing men and women to enter both 
the workforce and their local churches equipped as 
disciple-makers. 
In light of this, we encourage students to take 
advantage of our many Global Outreach trips during 
their 1,000 days on campus. These trips encourage 
students to consider where God might be calling 
them to leverage their skills, talents, credentials, and 
passions in service of the Great Commission.
To this end, our Global Outreach team cooperates 
with churches, ministries, and indigenous partners 
throughout the world to provide our students with 
opportunities to use their training and passions for 
Kingdom impact. On such missions trips, our students 
not only receive the opportunity to share their 
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Matthew Bennett, Assistant Professor of 
Missions and Theology, joined Cedarville 
in 2017 after serving six years teaching and 
leading an English as a Second Language 
(ESL) school and cultural exchange program 
in Egypt.
The ESL program became the catalyst 
for cultural exchange … and stereotype 
correction. “People in the Middle East consider 
the United States a Christian nation, so anything 
produced here is a Christian product, like MTV 
and Hollywood,” Bennett said. “We were able 
to bring groups over who countered those ideas, 
infused with Gospel purpose.” 
Now at Cedarville, Bennett wants to help 
students realize that whatever their major — 
business, nursing, engineering, to name a few — 
there is tremendous potential for Gospel impact on 
an international level. 
“You may have a vocation that seems to locate you 
in the United States,” he said, “but with a globalized 
society, you can take those skills anywhere and leverage 
them strategically to come alongside what the Lord is 
doing in His world.”
expertise and the Good News of the Gospel, but they also have the blessing of encountering God’s 
work through their international brothers and sisters. 
While these trips often prove fruitful in the lives and ministries of the hosts, the students 
themselves regularly return with a fresh excitement for the Gospel because they have learned that 
the truth about Jesus is not an American phenomenon, but a universal message. Furthermore, 
students see their vocations through a fresh lens, recognizing how they might leverage their 
vocation for the Kingdom. In many ways, each of our missions trips are vision trips for our 
students, and we pray the Lord will use these domestic and international experiences to ignite 
a passion for lifelong missions. In light of this, the third reason Cedarville invests in missions 
is to equip our graduates for a new wave of mission endeavors.
HOW IS CEDARVILLE EQUIPPING  STUDENTS FOR A LIFETIME 
OF MISSIONS AND GOSPEL IMPACT?
This is what excites me the most. I took this job, in part, because of the chance to teach 
not only those planning a life of long-term missions, but to inspire those whose vocations 
are not traditionally associated with missions. These very vocations, however, serve an 
important role in many contemporary missions strategies for gaining access to countries 
and regions increasingly opposed to traditional Christian missionaries. Since nearly all 
of the world’s unreached people groups live in places of restricted access, missionaries 
who can find work as engineers, educators, healthcare professionals, and computer 
programmers have a strategic advantage over traditional approaches.
Many of these students already have a vision to use their vocation to access 
otherwise-closed countries as tentmaker missionaries. However, most tentmaking 
or business-as-missions models are heavy on preparing people for their vocation, 
yet light on missions and theology. Our Bible minor ensures that every one of our 
graduates receives robust scriptural training and is challenged to consider his 
or her vocation through a biblical worldview. In addition, The Graduate School 
at Cedarville University has the unique ability to create additional pathways 
for business, nursing, engineering, and education majors to receive further 
theological preparation in only about two additional years. For example, 
with our newly approved Advanced M.Div. program, we are creating ways to 
complete a bachelor’s degree in business and an M.Div. in as little as six years. 
Similar pathways are possible for most of our existing programs, allowing 
students to prepare with excellence both for their job and for missions.
By God’s grace, Cedarville University has become a strategic leader for 
equipping people professionally and theologically to serve the Church on 
mission throughout the world. I am excited to see what the Lord has in 
store for Cedarville and how what He does here will impact His world.
Matthew Bennett serves as Assistant Professor of Missions and Theology at 
Cedarville University. He earned his Ph.D. in missiology from Southeastern Baptist 
Theological Seminary.
Meet Matthew Bennett
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JUNE 28 – ITALY
We recently returned from two weeks serving and 
being blessed by the sweetest group of kids at Centro 
Evangelico Isola, a camp run by Joe Hunziker and his 
family. The camp is located in Isola near Gran Sasso 
d’Italia, the highest mountain in the Apennines. It’s 
such a beautiful place, both because of the ever-present 
reminder of God’s creation always in the background 
and the wonderful people we had opportunity to 
interact with and serve alongside.
Though many camps offered at Isola are Bible 
camps, they cannot teach Christianity here as they 
could in the United States. The English 
camp where we served 
i s  o f fered  only  for 
unchurched kids, so it 
was even more different 
from the norm. Our main 
focus was to love the kids 
and show Christ in how 
we lived — definitely 
a very different kind of 
missions trip than most of 
us were expecting.
We learned how dedicated the camp is to building 
a strong connection with the surrounding community, 
whether through inviting families for fellowship and 
meals or offering local people access to their soccer 
field. This connection is how they seek to spread Christ’s 
love to everyone around them, not just the kids. And of 
course, everyone at the camp seeks to serve and love 
these kids as much as possible, to connect with them 
and with their families and to be a Christlike influence 
in their lives.
God blessed us with such a wonderful opportunity, 
and I think I speak for all four of us when I say that 
we wouldn’t trade the experience for 
anything! God is definitely at work, 
even in places like small-town Italy, 
a place that we may not consider as 
starving for Christ. They really are, 
and we’re so thankful for ministries 
that are dedicated to satiating 
that need, and we’re thankful for 
hearts that are so burdened to reach these people with 
the Gospel.
JULY 23 – GERMANY
This last week was the English-speaking day 
camp at Crossway International 
( in  Ber l in ,  Germany) for 
children in sixth grade and 
under. By the end of the 
week, 104 different children 
attended. The theme was 
“Shipwrecked: Rescued by 
Jesus.” Each day’s lesson 
focused on the way 
Jesus rescues us from 
various situations 
in life. By the end 
of the week, and 
because of  the 
clear Gospel message 
presented on Thursday, at least 
12 of the kids wanted to talk one-on-one 
with us about what salvation means, and four of them 
proclaimed Christ as their Savior!
AUGUST 2 – CZECH REPUBLIC
We just finished our third full day of camp, and we 
are having a blast! It’s amazing to see God work through 
all the different activities and people here — through 
English classes, afternoon workshops and games, 
evening activities, and hike day (we survived!). We 
have been able to explicitly share the Gospel with them 
during evening talks and discussions. God has also given 
us several neat opportunities to share our testimonies 
with students and answer their questions during meals, 
hikes, and bonfires! 
AUGUST 2 – BOLIVIA
We have had an excellent week 
installing water pumps and recording 
instructional videos in Vacas, a rural 
area near Cochabamba. The instructional 
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videos will be placed on YouTube for people in Bolivia 
and around the world to help them build hand-
operated pumps. The team has also participated in 
church services, provided Bibles, and encouraged 
members of three churches. We have 
greatly enjoyed learning about Bolivian 
culture and meeting with members of the 
communities, pastors, and fellow believers 
in Christ.
It is amazing to see how God has used 
the engineering talents of Serving in 
Mission (SIM) missionaries and others 
to provide water to numerous rural 
families but also how God has used 
the missionaries to provide spiritual 
water to the people. The churches in 
the Vacas area are thriving. God is 
clearly working in the hearts of the 
people, and they have a strong hunger 
for God’s Word.
AUGUST 3 – GERMANY 
Teen camp was a big success, and many young 
people were impacted by God’s grace. The 
camp took place in the evenings with dinner, 
a game or activity, and a worship session, 
including a short message on the book of Daniel. 
Around 35 to 40 teenagers attended every night. 
Thursday and Friday, we had the opportunity 
to really build relationships and start 
conversations with the kids. Many had never 
heard the Gospel, and we were able to explain to 
them the Good News clearly and directly.
God also provided the opportunity to continue 
serving in other ministries, including playing with 
kids at refugee camps, helping paint a Christian 
library, and witnessing to university students in 
the city. God was at work in every aspect of our 
ministry, and we know He isn’t done in Berlin yet.
AUGUST 3 – COSTA RICA
We kicked off our first full day in San Jose, Costa 
Rica, with a soccer training session on the field of 
a Nazarene university. It didn’t stop raining for the 
duration of training, and our goalkeepers were treated 
to a pretty intense mud bath.
The afternoon was filled with the joy of smiles, 
soccer, and piggyback rides. Our team visited an 
elementary school in San Jose and joined the children 
for recess. The children adored the game time, but we 
pray that our biggest impact could be in the Good News 
that was shared through two team testimonies and the 
“Wordless Book” message from Coach Jonathan Meade.
On Sunday, we played University of Costa Rica 
(UCR), ranked in the top three in the country, at their 
game facility. We shared a meal with their team at a 
missionary’s house. During that time, our goalkeeper 
Lauren shared her testimony through a translator. 
Praise the Lord that Hannah and Taylor individually 
prayed with a girl from the UCR team afterward, and 
she accepted Christ!  Many of the other girls were asking 
good questions. Their coach shared his testimony as 
well, which was a huge development because his team 
did not know he was a believer.
We are fervently praying that the Good News we 
shared would grow. Thank you for your prayers and 
being part of our team from afar!
Cedarville’s Women’s Soccer Team handed out Bibles and 
presented the Gospel to their opponents from the University of 
Costa Rica during their summer trip. At least eight players on 
that team made decisions to accept Christ as a result of the 
Lady Jackets’ ministry.
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SPECIAL SECTION: GLOBAL OUTREACH
Cedarville University is intentional about developing a heart for missions in every one of our students 
regardless of their major. Regularly from the chapel stage, Dr. White encourages students to go on a 
missions trip, engaging the Great Commission today and for the rest of their lives. Our Global Outreach 
staff comes alongside and helps to facilitate this priority. The team, under the leadership of Brian 
Nester, recruits, trains, and coordinates local, domestic, and international ministry opportunities for our 
students. The following stories provide examples of local, domestic, and international ministries. These 
are just a few of the hundreds of powerful stories that could be told. You will be encouraged by our 
students’ heart for the Gospel and by the opportunities they are having to advance Christ’s Kingdom.
 § LOCAL
 § DOMESTIC
 § INTERNATIONAL
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LOCAL
LAST YEAR, 451 STUDENTS THROUGH 38 LOCAL MINISTRIES REACHED BEYOND CAMPUS TO MAKE A GOSPEL 
IMPACT ON CEDARVILLE, SPRINGFIELD, DAYTON, AND OTHER LOCAL COMMUNITIES. THESE STUDENT-
SERVANTS IMPACTED THE LIVES OF AFRICAN REFUGEE CHILDREN, FELLOW COLLEGE STUDENTS ON 
NEIGHBORING CAMPUSES, INMATES IN LOCAL JAILS, AND COUNTLESS OTHERS.
Their wholehearted commitment and unwavering faith led them to engage our neighbors with a biblical worldview; answer 
questions about life, death, and eternity; and share the hope of salvation uniquely found in Jesus Christ, resulting in salvations 
and discipleship. Our Cedarville students serving in local ministries are carrying out the Great Commission next door, across the 
street, and down the road.
THE
GREAT COMMISSION
NEXT DOOR BY CLEM BOYD AND ANDREW J. GRAFF
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LOCAL
JAIL MINISTRY
The Greene County Jail Ministry has been an official part 
of Cedarville’s outreach programs since 1996 and has sent 
248 students to share the Gospel and study the Bible with 
inmates. The Clark County Jail Ministry began in 2011, and 110 
students have traveled there to show the love of Christ, bring 
the Gospel, and provide one-on-one discipleship. Every year, 
there are salvations as part of the jail ministries and many 
opportunities to disciple inmates.
The Clark County team visits the jail, located in 
Springfield, Ohio, three times a week, on Tuesday, Wednesday, 
and Thursday. They come during what’s known as “chaplain 
hours,” from 7–9 p.m. and get to know the inmates and share 
the Gospel with them.
Tyler Dellaperute ’20, a piano performance major, 
leads the Tuesday night team that visits the Clark County 
Jail. Dellaperute has seen the Lord work in amazing 
ways, especially in those moments when he’s felt the most 
inadequate — talking through a glass wall via telephone to an 
inmate he may never have met before.
“There was this one time last year I hardly said anything 
at all,” Dellaperute shared. “I just met with this guy, and all I 
did was listen and ask a few questions. But it was just so clear 
that God had worked beforehand.” They ended up having an 
incredibly natural conversation about the Gospel and Jesus, 
and over the course of several meetings, the inmate put his 
faith in Christ.
Joe Petroff ’20, a chemistry major, is in his second year 
with Clark County Jail Ministry. The first time he visited, 
he was extremely nervous. “I was afraid I’d mess up and 
say something wrong, that I’d somehow mess up Jesus for 
whoever I spoke to,” he admitted. “I asked everyone I lived 
with, all the guys, to pray for me.”
There have been surprises in the jail ministry, too. One 
night, when Petroff was feeling particularly discouraged and 
almost didn’t go, he was paired up at the booth phone with an 
inmate who was already “on fire” for God.
“The guy showed up with his Bible,” Petroff said. “He was 
so in love with Jesus, so excited about the power God used to 
break him of addictions, so excited to share that Good News 
with others inside the jail. The guy is getting out soon, and I 
plan to follow up.”
Halie Hardwick ’20, an allied health major, has served with 
the Greene County Jail Ministry three years and is a leader 
for 2018–19. Her eyes have been opened to the great need 
inmates have for the Gospel. “The people in jail are pretty 
broken,” she shared. “The women I’ve talked to are in deep 
need of someone to care. They are real people, and we get to 
share the glory of who Jesus is with them.”
Hardwick stays in contact with inmates after they’re 
released. One woman lost custody of her kids and her husband 
left her. “She was so receptive to the Gospel,” she said. “When 
she left jail, I followed up, and I saw how she worked to better 
herself. She connected with a local church, got her kids back, 
and she found a job.”
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For those lacking confidence in their ability to share the 
Gospel, Dellaperute offered himself as an example. “I’m not 
that good at keeping conversations going or even that great 
at giving explanations,” he said. “But through my experience, 
I’ve seen God work.”
Being available is the key. “God prepares the people 
and puts us in the right place at the right time,” he said. “It 
will force you to develop really good listening skills and see 
things from their perspective. It will also develop your ability 
to explain your faith to someone who comes from a very 
different background than you.”
CAMPUS OUTREACH 
Chloie Benton ’20, an adolescent and young adult 
language arts major, has been part of Campus Outreach since 
her sophomore year. Benton serves on a team that attends the 
Secular Student Alliance (SSA) on the campus of The Ohio 
State University (OSU).
In addition to OSU, Campus Outreach also sends 
teams to Wright State University in Fairborn, Ohio; Central 
State University in Wilberforce, Ohio; and the University 
of Cincinnati.
Comprised of atheists and agnostics, the SSA provides a 
weekly forum for debatable secular topics. “The questions are 
often very difficult, as the members consider morality, faith, 
and current events,” Benton said.
Cedarville’s connection with SSA began when Michaela 
Ruhlmann ’16 struck up a friendship with an SSA member 
during an OSU campus visit in 2015, and she was invited 
to attend the group on a regular basis. After Ruhlmann 
graduated, Kurtis De Pree ’18, took over and began attending 
the meetings. Benton began attending SSA meetings with De 
Pree in spring 2018.
During his time at Cedarville, De Pree had multiple Gospel 
conversations with students at area universities, including 
Central State and Ohio State. Although he sometimes 
encountered hostility, he remained undaunted. 
“I gave them a proper presentation of what Christians 
believe by asking questions that forced them to think about 
their beliefs,” he noted.
Building relationships that provide a safe place for SSA 
members to ask questions about faith is the goal. “By forming 
relationships with the SSA group, they feel valued and loved, 
and they know they can ask me life questions at any time,” 
Benton said. “Inevitably, these life questions are often rooted 
in the Gospel, opening the door for evangelism.”
She finds the experience invigorating and meaningful, 
even when there may be difficult conversations.
“Although the meetings can be wearying, Galatians 6:9 
encourages me: ‘Let us not become weary in doing good, for 
at the proper time we will reap a harvest if we do not give 
up,’” she said.
“We faithfully endeavor to ‘give a defense for the faith 
which is in us’ and trust the Lord to do the work,” she added. 
“This is what makes presence and engagement valuable. The 
Lord will reward faithful obedience in His timing, and in 
His way.”
Benton has seen the way God has opened doors just 
because she made herself available to His service. “My 
primary focus is simply to be present and engaged,” she 
said. “My teammates and I are present for relationships and 
conversations, both within the context of SSA and outside. I 
am continually amazed at the Gospel opportunities we have 
with college students.”
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KING’S KIDS
Every Sunday, Cedarville students visit Christ the King 
Anglican Church in Dayton to interact with the large African 
refugee population in an urban neighborhood. Students who 
are part of Cedarville’s King’s Kids ministry visit the homes of 
children (between ages 4–19) and bring the kids to the church 
for games, fellowship, and discipleship.
The children are divided into groups by age for weekly 
sessions, which are led by student volunteers. The youngest 
age groups play games and learn Bible verses, older boys play 
soccer and take part in open-ended Bible discussions, and older 
girls are currently studying how the teachings of Jesus and the 
message of the Gospel are illustrated in the Old Testament.
Susanna Edwards ’19 joined King’s Kids her sophomore 
year, after learning about the ministry through a friend. 
“Prior to joining, I felt no particular call to serve Muslims or 
a connection to African culture,” she shared. “My first visit 
to King’s Kids taught me a very important lesson: It’s not 
about me.”
“That is the beauty of this ministry. It is not in any way 
about us,” she continued. “It is about the kids. Kids who were 
made in the image of the King of the universe.”
Edwards shared that she is deeply grateful for this 
ministry. “The witnessing opportunities I have had through 
this ministry have been abundant and incredible,” she said. 
“Teaching directly from the Bible, with Arabic and English 
translations side by side, I get to tell my young friends in 
Dayton about Jesus every week. They always have questions, 
and our team is always ready to answer them.”
More than 20 Cedarville students regularly participate 
in King’s Kids. The students who attend have a common 
heart for refugees, Muslims, and inner-city children.  Since 
they are a group of like-minded individuals, they form deep 
relationships with each other and grow as a team.
“This ministry is about relationships,” Edwards stated. 
“Relationships with the kids and with fellow team members. 
And here’s the best part: No matter who you are, you fit in. 
You need nothing more than a willingness to devote all the 
energy you’ve got to showing our King’s Kids that you care 
because Jesus does.”
Clem Boyd is Managing Editor of Cedarville Magazine. 
Andrew J. Graff is an Assistant Professor of English at  
Cedarville University.
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MULTIPLYING  
URBAN DISCIPLESHIP
DOMESTIC
BY MADI CANNON ’17
WHEN PEOPLE THINK OF CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY, GOSPEL INTENTIONALITY COMES TO MIND, BUT PERHAPS 
NOT IN AN URBAN ENVIRONMENT. BUT CEDARVILLE STUDENTS ARE PLANTING SEEDS THAT HAVE ALREADY 
REAPED A HARVEST ON THE STREETS OF AMERICA’S CITIES. 
Cedarville Magazine | 15
 For more than 30 years, Cedarville has cultivated a 
relationship with Inner City Impact (ICI), a program for 
children and teens in Chicago. Each year, Cedarville sends a 
team of students to support ICI’s ongoing ministry to at-risk 
youth. For some of these students, what begins as a short-term 
trip develops into long-term city ministry. 
GROWING A FRUITFUL PARTNERSHIP 
Since 1972, ICI has served children and teens in urban 
Chicago. Many of these youth face significant challenges in 
their neighborhoods and family lives. ICI provides them with a 
safe place to hang out, helps them build healthy relationships, 
and teaches them life skills. Most importantly, they learn 
about God and discover their self-worth in His eyes. 
Each spring, a team of Cedarville students spends a week 
serving youth through ICI programs. They focus on building 
relationships with the youth and supporting the full-time 
ICI staff. 
Cedarville team members usually spend their mornings 
volunteering in public schools. They assist teachers with 
classroom projects and tutor kids who need help with their 
studies. By completing these hands-on tasks, the team allows 
teachers to focus more time and energy on their students.
In the evenings, the Cedarville team organizes age-
appropriate games, teaches Bible lessons, and interacts 
with children at ICI facilities. Through their time with the 
kids, Cedarville students have many opportunities to share 
the Gospel.
“We prepare our students to be a blessing and serve well as 
they seek to serve and share the Gospel with young people,” 
said Brian Nester, Director for Cedarville’s Global Outreach. 
“In the end, we not only want to see people come to Christ, but 
also to see the ongoing long-term ministry at ICI strengthened 
by our efforts.”
TRANSFORMING LIVES
ICI strategically serves in neighborhoods with great need. 
Among them are Logan and Cicero, two communities where 
a large number of people live below the poverty level. The ICI 
staff builds relationships with the Logan and Cicero youth, 
helping them with homework and walking beside 
them as they face family problems. In many cases, 
these relationships extend to the children’s parents.
Ultimately, ICI’s desire is for youth to learn 
about Jesus and be transformed by the Gospel. 
During the 2017–2018 school year, ICI worked with 
nearly 1,600 kids, with more than 350 involved in 
one-on-one Bible studies. Through the ministry 
of ICI, it is evident that only the Gospel can bring 
lasting change for these at-risk youth. When the 
Gospel changes their hearts, it touches every part 
of their lives and community. 
“We try to provide an opportunity for youth 
to see what it means to see the Gospel not just 
preached but lived out in their lives,” explained 
BJ Bechtel ’99, Chief Executive Officer of ICI. “Our 
goal is for them to experience the love of God so 
that they can rethink their worldview, rewrite their 
futures, and ultimately be transformed.”
Undoubtedly, ICI’s focus on Jesus gives Cedarville students 
a vision for urban discipleship. Through the short-term trips, 
Cedarville students witness how the Gospel is impacting 
families and communities, which inspires them for future 
service in inner-city settings.  
LEAVING A LASTING LEGACY
For some students, what begins as a short-term trip at ICI 
eventually leads to summer internships or full-time positions. 
A perfect example of this is ICI’s CEO.
DOMESTIC
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Bechtel, a youth ministry graduate of Cedarville, first 
became involved with ICI through a short-term trip his 
sophomore year. While serving there, Bechtel discovered he 
had a passion for sharing the Gospel with kids in the city. 
He returned to ICI for two more spring break trips and then 
completed a summer internship. The fall after graduation, 
Bechtel became a full-time staff member at ICI, where he has 
continued to serve for more than 19 years.
“These trips really helped give me a ministry direction,” 
explained Bechtel. “I built relationships, learned how to raise 
support, and applied what I learned at Cedarville to ministry 
in the city.”
Bechtel is not the only Cedarville student to join ICI 
after participating in a short-term trip. Many other students 
have discovered that God had a long-term plan to use them 
in the lives of Chicago youth. According 
to Bechtel, nearly half of Cedarville 
alumni who have joined the ICI staff have 
been connected through short-term trips 
or internships. 
SERVING THE COMMUNITY
Many Cedarville students who serve on 
a spring break trip in Chicago continue their 
relationship with ICI after graduation. Some 
alumni bring teams from their churches or 
youth groups to serve during the summer, 
while others are currently serving as pastors, 
nurses, and teachers in other areas of 
Chicago. More than 20 people who have been 
on short-term trips are now teaching in the 
Chicago area. 
Rachel Leake ’18, a Spanish education 
graduate, served on two spring break trips 
to Chicago with ICI, first as a team member 
and then as a team leader. Leake, who is 
now teaching in Chicago, believes her time 
at ICI helped her recognize her strengths and 
discover where God wanted her to serve.
 “Through going to ICI ,  I  met  a 
lot of people from local churches and 
organizations,” said Leake. “I also counseled 
middle school girls at an ICI summer camp 
for a week. All of these things gave me 
confidence in my decision to move to Chicago because I knew 
that the Lord had prepared me.”
Spring break trips may be a small part of ICI’s ministry 
in Chicago, but the long-term impact of these trips is 
evident. These trips are not only helping transform the 
lives of inner-city youth with the Gospel, but they are also 
preparing Cedarville students for lifelong service in the urban 
neighborhoods of Chicago and beyond. 
Madi Cannon ’17 is a Research Assistant at Empower Ministries 
International and a freelance writer. She is currently pursuing a Master 
of Theology degree at Dallas Theological Seminary.
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INTERNATIONAL
SHORT-TERM TEAMS, 
LONG-TERM IMPACT 
BY CLEM BOYD AND NATALIA KIRYCHUK ’19
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SINCE 1971, MISSIONS INVOLVEMENT SERVICE/GLOBAL OUTREACH TEAMS HAVE VISITED 96 
COUNTRIES, BRINGING THE GOSPEL, SHARING HOPE, ENGAGING CULTURE, AND MINISTERING 
TO SPIRITUAL, EMOTIONAL, AND PHYSICAL NEEDS. 
What begins with a short-term missions trip will often carry over into the lives of people living in those places, 
who will then impact the lives of their families, friends, and neighbors. And it all begins in the cornfields of 
southwestern Ohio, where God has grown a Professional and liberal arts university to bring glory for His name. 
What follows are the stories of international partners whose ministries have been touched by the faithful 
service of Cedarville short-term teams. 
THE LUKE COMMISSION
Since 2008, Cedarville teams have been 
visiting Eswatini (formerly known as Swaziland 
until this spring), a landlocked nation between 
Mozambique and South Africa near Africa’s east 
coast. They go in support of The Luke Commission, 
founded and led by Harry ’96 and Echo (Tuinstra) 
VanderWal ’96. The Luke Commission provides 
medical care coupled with Gospel proclamation at 
mobile clinics throughout the country. 
Cedarville teams work alongside long-term staff 
to provide assistance with day-to-day operations 
at The Luke Commission’s Miracle Campus, 
where the VanderWals and permanent staff live 
and lead the ministry, and on mobile outreaches. 
The short-term teams also help out with special 
projects related to administration, data entry, and 
warehouse organization.
“At times, students with certain majors are 
given the opportunity to assist with projects in 
their particular field of study, dependent on our 
needs when they visit,” noted Joe Noonen, Senior 
Strategist for The Luke Commission.
Cedarville began sending teams in 2008, 
when a group of nursing students looking for a 
missions opportunity “happened” upon The Luke 
Commission. Rebekah Sartori ’05 led that trip, which 
was originally planned for Zimbabwe, but was 
canceled due to political unrest in that country.  
“I let all four students who were signed up 
for the trip know what had happened,” said 
Sartori. “Some cried. We were all so excited 
to serve. We had raised support, turned down 
summer jobs, and put in lots of preparation for 
service. I reminded them that God had a plan 
for us. So we started praying and looking for 
other opportunities.”
Team member Tiffany (Schlueter) Riggleman ’09 
sent an email to the VanderWals, not really knowing 
much about them. 
“Amidst the myriad mission organizations that 
wrote back with ‘no’-type answers, Harry and Echo 
VanderWal responded back quickly, explaining that 
they both had also graduated from Cedarville and 
were already looking forward to having a Cedarville 
team come and serve alongside them,” Sartori 
explained. “Their response was so positive: ‘We feel 
like God has just dropped you in our laps, and we 
would love to have you come!’”
And so began the fruitful partnership of 
advancing the Gospel between Cedarville and 
The Luke Commission. And it’s a relationship that 
continues to bear fruit through patients trusting in 
Christ personally and growing in their faith because 
Cedarville teams come with hearts prepared to serve. 
“Cedarville works well with teams to speak to 
their attitudes of service before they come,” noted 
Harry VanderWal. “Their willingness to come with 
no expectations of what they will do and how helpful 
they will be is evidenced in an attitude of service that 
is humble and teachable, willing to do whatever, 
whenever, however.”
“We look back on Cedarville teams and have 
fond memories of them serving with us,” added Echo 
VanderWal. “As more teams come, we look forward 
to the stories that develop as God writes His story 
into the lives of those who follow His invitation 
to serve.”
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IVORY COAST
When Thomas Mach, Vice President for Academics, 
originally pitched the idea of a missions trip to the Ivory 
Coast to serve alongside his missionary brother, Bob, he 
didn’t expect much interest. Instead, more than 60 students 
attended the introductory meeting and Angelia Mickle, Dean 
of the School of Nursing, also expressed an interest in going. 
A medical missions trip was planned for spring break this year 
and Mach and Mickle, accompanied by 13 students, left for 
Côte d’Ivoire.
The goal of the trip was to create opportunities for church 
plants in two area villages, serving alongside Bob Mach and 
his church, Bingerville Church. During the trip, 167 people 
made professions of faith and opened the way for further 
evangelism and discipleship. 
Of the 13 students chosen, three were nursing students, 
four were pharmacy students, and two were allied health 
students — comprising the medical side of the trip. 
Alongside them, a linguistics major, a business major, and a 
molecular and cellular biology major came to serve. Mach’s 
daughter, Kiley ’21, a studio art student, became number 13, 
accompanying her dad to paint a mural behind the church 
baptismal for her uncle. 
The night before the team left for the Ivory Coast, 
Bobby Hile ’90, Lead Pastor at Southgate Baptist Church in 
Springfield, spoke with team members about the reason for 
their trip. He emphasized how the trip had a ministry focus and 
exhorted the team to go for something bigger than themselves. 
Everything else was secondary to the primary purpose of 
the team. 
“You just have to give up your hesitations about going — 
whether that’s the cost or fear of sickness — and be willing to 
see what God can do,” Mach said. “I realized my hesitations 
were not important enough to stop the bigger purpose.”
Once in Côte d’Ivoire, while Mickle oversaw the students 
at the clinic, Mach and his daughter traveled to the church 
to teach and paint. At the clinic, patients checked in, had 
vitals taken, and heard the Gospel as they waited to see the 
doctor. Pharmacy students dispensed medicine donated by 
Blessings International. 
One of the days of the clinic, very few patients showed up 
so the team was able to travel to the church and set up a clinic 
for the missionaries and pastors serving in Côte d’Ivoire. 
The goal of the clinic was to create a relationship with two 
area villages that could create opportunities for evangelism. 
One village currently has a Bible study and after the clinic, 
the missionaries in Côte d’Ivoire hope to grow that Bible study 
and start one in the other village. Their end goal is to see a 
Bible-believing church established in each village. 
“For anyone on the fence about going on a missions trip, 
I understand your hesitancy,” said Mach. “But these trips 
are faith-building opportunities and can even be an act 
of worship.”
DELHI BIBLE INSTITUTE
Thad Franz’s arrival at Cedarville was providential. And 
not only because he’s a skilled educator and committed 
mentor within the School of Pharmacy. 
Franz, Vice Chair of Experiential Programs and Assistant 
Professor of Pharmacy Practice, arrived on campus in 2012. 
In 2010, he had visited India as part of a short-term medical 
missions team. He shared in classes about his experience 
and encouraged pharmacy students to use their medical 
knowledge for the advancement of God’s kingdom in India.
Also on campus for the first time in 2012 was Myriam 
Shaw Ojeda ’16, one of the twin daughters of Isaac Shaw, 
National Director of the Delhi Bible Institute (DBI). DBI trains 
Indian Christians in the Bible at the main center in Delhi, plus 
in seven other satellite locations. DBI also teaches students 
about healthy nutrition, hygiene, and disease prevention, 
lessons they incorporate in their efforts to reach out to 
their communities.
“I had shared in one of my classes how pharmacists 
can be involved in medical missions, and I shared the 
DOMESTIC
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example of my trip to India in 2010,” Franz said. “Myriam was 
in that class, and that led to discussions between her family and 
me. One of the locations I visited in 2010 is where they have a 
training site, so they were working in a specific region where 
we shared a common interest and passion. We saw God’s favor 
in it. And in 2017, we were able to visit that same place, seven 
years later.”
Since 2012, Franz has taken a team to DBI and its satellite 
locations every year. Teams of pharmacy students instruct DBI 
students and other non-students interested in learning about 
health and wellness.
“Dr. Franz teaches from his pharmacy knowledge and 
expertise,” noted Shaw Ojeda. “However, he also shares from 
the Word. This has deeply impacted our students and guests who 
attend the educational sessions. He has gained the heart of many 
in our team who eagerly look forward to spending time with him 
and being encouraged by him.”  
The health and wellness sessions have also opened doors for 
the Gospel. “The people deeply respect the pharmacy team for 
their medical knowledge,” Shaw Ojeda said. “This immediately 
opens the door for the team to share about the Word of God to a 
very receptive audience.”
Last year, a woman gave her life to Christ after an hour-long 
session about women’s health that incorporated Bible stories. 
Shaw Ojeda explained, “She stated that if the team cared so much 
about her physical health, she could share about her spiritual 
needs as well. The Gospel was shared, and she committed her life 
to the Lord.”
Clem Boyd is Managing Editor of Cedarville Magazine.
Natalia Kirychuk ’19 is a student Public Relations writer for Cedarville University.
HABITS OF A MISSION-
FOCUSED CHRISTIAN
Missions is most often associated with boarding an 
airplane and traveling to another nation to serve 
and share the Gospel. But how do the majority of 
Christians carrying out a wide variety of vocations — 
from education to engineering — engage in missions 
where they are? These four habits can be a part of 
every Christian’s life and result in eternal impact.
GIVE. Reaching the unreached requires an 
immense amount of resources. God has blessed 
everyone with resources — some small and some 
great — that may be stewarded so the Gospel can be 
shared with unreached, unengaged people-groups. 
How can you create a habit of giving that supports 
unreached missions?
PRAY.  Looking at the crowds, Jesus felt 
compassion for them and then turned to His 
disciples with specific instruction: pray. The Lord 
of the harvest is working through the prayers of His 
people. How can you create a habit of praying for 
unreached peoples?
GO. Going to the nations happens by going around 
the corner to share Christ with a neighbor as well as 
going around the world to share Christ with those who 
have no Gospel access. Going may mean changing 
your location short-term or for a longer tenure. At 
the end of the day, for the nations to hear the Gospel, 
the Church must be a going people. How can you 
leverage your gifting, experience, and resources to go 
on mission?
MOBILIZE. Every Christian has a disciple-
making opportunity to influence others toward an 
awareness of God’s heart for the nations and the 
world’s desperate need for the Gospel. How can you 
create a habit of mobilizing others to implement 
these four habits of a world-focused Christian?
Your gifts to CUGO allow our students to take the 
Gospel to a world in need of the hope found in 
Jesus Christ.
Give today!
cedarville.edu/giveglobal
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Throughout its rich 131-year history, Cedarville University has been committed to equipping young people for a lifetime of Gospel impact. Countless 
alumni have left the comforts of home and security of family to fulfill Christ’s commands to go and make disciples of all nations (Matt. 28:19). 
Cedarville’s priority on the Gospel can be seen in the sampling of alumni from each of the past six decades who are serving in full-time missions.
WILLING HEARTS TO SERVE
JIM ’61 AND ESTHER ’61
How do you sum up 50 years of service? How do you 
encapsulate 50 years of God’s blessings? God has richly 
blessed His work, and we are so thankful that He has 
allowed us to have a small part of it.
Jim was born in Africa, where his parents were 
doing medical missions work. He accepted his 
father’s offer — “If you go to Cedarville, I’ll pay your 
way” — rather than accept an athletic or academic 
scholarship at a secular university. He planned on 
becoming a medical doctor and supporting missions. 
At Cedarville, he was stirred to a deep love for 
God’s Word and a desire to serve, even if he was not 
admitted to medical school. But God was gracious, 
and Jim became the first Cedarville College student 
to be accepted to medical school. Cedarville prepared 
him well academically and spiritually for the work God 
would call him to. And it was at Cedarville that he met me 
(Esther). God had previously called me to missions as a junior 
high student. 
God led us to the Philippines in 1968, where we served 
until 1998. Jim served as a medical doctor in four hospitals 
and as a mentor to hospital evangelists. I taught missionary 
kids — including our own three sons — and assisted hospital 
outreach workers and led Bible studies with staff members. 
We saw God’s hand of blessing on His work in so many ways. 
He providentially allowed four hospitals to be built, from 
providing the land, finances, workers in remote regions, and 
even providing a lumber company just down the road when it 
was desperately needed. We felt his constant presence and care 
during challenging medical emergencies (often as Jim was the 
only medical doctor around), bouts with malaria, storms at 
sea, destructive typhoons, and a robbery during a taxi ride. 
But, mostly, we 
have been awed to see God’s wonderful work in the hearts of 
the people!
Since our “retirement,” God has provided interesting ways 
and places to continue serving Him. In a West African village, 
Jim temporarily replaced the only doctor from 2002–2004. In 
Outer Mongolia from 2004–2008, God changed our roles to 
teaching English and Bible. And now these past 10 years we 
have been together with our son and daughter-in-law (both 
Cedarville grads in the ’90s) in China, where it has been a 
delightful adventure to witness the awesome work the Father 
is doing in people’s lives.
For the past 50 years, we have delighted in God’s guidance, 
blessing, and care, and He has guided us and poured out his 
blessing on us. It has truly been our privilege to experience 
the faithfulness of our Lord in all aspects of life and to see 
firsthand that His amazing ways are “best” (Isa.48:17), 
“perfect” (Ps. 18:30), and — may we add — exciting!
LIFETIME OF MINISTRY
AS TOLD TO MICHELE (CUMMINGS) SOLOMON ’91
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BEYOND WHAT WE 
ASKED OR IMAGINED
JIM ’75 AND RACHEL (MAYO) CHAMBERS ’78
Reaching into an untouched territory of Africa was my 
childhood dream. My husband simply wanted to be used 
in missions in an everyday way, serving with his hands. 
We met at Cedarville College in 1974 and there began to 
plan life together and to prepare for usefulness to God. 
Whether we were likely candidates for pioneering the 
Zambian outback is debatable, but God was initiating 
our story; so, two ordinary people eventually found 
themselves venturing beyond what they’d asked or 
ever imagined. That’s what happens when ordinary 
meets God.
We loved Cedarville! It wasn’t ordinary. After Jim’s 
graduation, we made the town our home and the 
local church our own. The spirit at The ’Ville fostered 
enthusiastic service, imbedded God’s truth, and 
made Christianity observable. Most enduring were 
the friendships: our professors, classmates, coaches, 
alumni, and administration. These shared their 
heart for God and knowledge of Him — beyond 
the classroom, beyond the years of study, beyond 
the dorms, oceans, and cultures. When our family 
of eight left for Africa in July 1992, the prayers 
and passions of our families, lifelong friends, and 
church body accompanied us. God had written 
Cedarville into our story, 
The first 11 years, we were part of a church-
planting team reaching the Zambian capital of Lusaka. The 
city was hard-hit by poverty, death, HIV, and disintegrating 
family units. Church planting did not follow all the textbook 
rules. We integrated compassion ministries into discipleship, 
equipping churches to address their own destitute in 
practical ways. 
The next 15 years, God transplanted us into rural soil. We 
reached into a traditional village through Community Health 
Evangelism, starting a Bible study and sprouting a church. A 
polygamist wife attending the group was from the outback. 
Her eventual conversion and pleas for her family drew us to 
a remote people group, polygamist families, and hard-core 
spiritual darkness. What a chapter!
Today, God is still writing the story. Five church plants 
are just beginning to blossom in the bush, sending out their 
own gospel runners to new villages. Three of these host 
Bible literacy schools for their communities. A Christian-
staffed clinic shares Jesus’ love and a training center His 
truth. A mature, Zambian missionary oversees this region’s 
development, and a Zambian mission board is the goal of our 
final page. Cedarville’s impact on us is in permanent ink. Its 
message of Truth is being published, and it remains in each 
chapter of our lives!
LIFETIME OF MINISTRY
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LOVE FOR GOD THAT GROWS, OVERFLOWS
DAVID ’82 AND CINDY (ULMER) COX ’83
You can’t become a missionary simply by crossing the ocean; 
there must be a love for God that is growing and overflowing 
into the lives of others right where you are, right now. The 
only way to love God is to know God’s Word and live it. We 
encourage young people to dig into the Bible daily. As love 
for God grows, so will love for others. When a missionary 
understands who he or she is and humbly serves others, living 
with conviction and compassion, Christ uses his or her life to 
impact others for His glory. 
I (David) grew up in Brazil as a missionary kid and came 
to Cedarville unsure if I wanted to go back to Brazil — would I 
just be going home? I considered pursuing business in order to 
support missionaries financially. But God used men like Paul 
Dixon, John McGillivray ’70, and Don Rickard and experiences 
on a Swordbearers team and a short-term missions trip to the 
Ivory Coast to change my thinking and the desire of my heart. 
A comment by Jean Fisher, a Christian education professor, 
really convicted me: “Maybe the Brazilian culture and 
language that God has already given you was to prepare you 
to go back and serve.” My wife, Cindy, and I met my second 
year at Cedarville. On our first date, I shared my plans to serve 
in Brazil. The Lord united her heart with mine to go together. 
Following graduation, I studied at Dallas Theological 
Seminary (DTS). After one year at Cedarville, Cindy 
transferred to another school to obtain her nursing degree. 
We married in 1983. I graduated from DTS in 1986 and we 
served at Midlothian Bible Church in Texas for four years. In 
June 1990, we began our ministry in Brazil.
We serve with Word of Life Fellowship (WOL) in 
São Paulo, Brazil. WOL has diverse ministries including 
a seminary, a one-year discipleship program, a family 
conference center, youth camp, Bible Clubs to churches, 
and an afterschool outreach center to needy children. For 
15 years we served directly with the seminary. For the last 13 
years, we have provided pastoral care to staff members in all 
ministry areas. This includes counseling, coordinating small 
groups, discipleship, communication, conflict resolution, 
encouragement, devotional challenges, and overall staff 
appreciation and orientation. Mostly we minister to lives, 
proclaiming the Lord Jesus Christ as we admonish and 
teach with all wisdom so that we may present everyone 
fully mature in Christ (Col. 1.28). We continue to disciple a 
group of seminary couples and prioritize involvement in our 
local church. 
What a joy to help prepare men and women to share 
Christ and to reach others throughout Brazil! Alumni of the 
seminary serve as pastors, teachers, Christian educators, and 
missionaries, especially to numerous Indian tribes along the 
Amazon River. Because Brazil has few political barriers with 
other countries, Brazilian missionaries can more easily enter 
countries that would be more difficult for U.S. citizens. We are 
deeply grateful and blessed to be an integral part of training 
Brazilians to hold forth Christ to the world. 
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GOD’S EXTRAVAGANT 
GRACE POURED OUT
JENNIFER (BENEFIEL) DEKRYGER ’93
Extravagant grace — that’s what our generous God pours 
out into the lives of His children who are desperate 
for Him.
God used Cedarville University as a greenhouse for 
me to grow in Christ and be prepared to serve overseas. 
As an education and cross-cultural studies major, God 
opened doors for me to student teach overseas in 
Senegal, West Africa. Dr. Merlin Ager ’60, then the 
head of the education department, encouraged me to 
serve faithfully. He challenged me to not just see my 
experience as an adventure, but to sincerely serve. 
Working alongside dedicated missionaries, I was given 
opportunities to “wash the feet” of others, reluctantly 
putting my own agenda aside. I returned to the 
United States with a renewed desire to invest my life 
in sharing the truth of who Christ is with those who 
have never heard of the hope we have in Him.
After I married my husband, Todd, we left for Togo, West 
Africa, to serve with the Association of Baptists for World 
Evangelism (ABWE) in 2003. As a physician assistant, Todd 
had a passion to establish a hospital in a very dark place. We 
worked together for 12 years, along with our four sons, to 
help build the hospital and prepare it to reach a population 
where only 1 percent of the people are evangelical Christians. 
God’s extravagant grace was evident with each step. His hand 
provided the funding for this $6 million facility. He brought 
the needed construction teams to Togo. He assembled 
a committed team of career missionaries to serve in the 
hospital. On February 26, 2015, our dream became a reality; 
the hospital opened, and we began treating patients with 
compassionate care in the name of Jesus.
Exactly one year after the opening, God called Todd home 
to heaven after a brief illness. As I watched the man whom I 
had loved and served with for nearly 20 years slip into eternity, 
I was again covered by God’s extravagant grace. I chose to 
believe that the God who called us to go would continue to be 
faithful to me and my sons. Todd had fulfilled everything God 
had for him on this earth, but as long as He gives me breath, I 
believe He has called me to speak of 
His love for us in Christ.
Today, my boys and I continue to serve at the Hospital 
of Hope in Mango, Togo. God continues to extend His grace 
to us and is at work each day, sustaining us and opening the 
eyes of the hearts of our West African friends. Many who have 
never before heard the name of Jesus spoken are surrendering 
their hearts to His call of love to them. We as a missionary 
team strive to be faithful to sow the seeds of truth and to trust 
the Spirit of God to do the work necessary to call the nations 
to Himself through this medical ministry. We have seen the 
platform of medicine open many doors for us as God has 
allowed us to share the truth about Jesus with our patients.
I have been blessed by God’s extravagant grace as He has 
allowed me to see Him begin to establish His Kingdom in West 
Africa. There is no life more beautiful and rewarding than a 
life desperate for the filling and enabling of God that spurs us 
on to serve others and to share the truth of the Gospel, so as to 
ultimately see the name of Jesus exalted among the nations.
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TREASURE IN JARS OF CLAY
JONATHAN ’01 AND NOELLA (FISHER) KLEIS ’99
“But we have this treasure in jars of clay to show that the 
surpassing power belongs to God and not to us” (2 Cor. 4:7). 
The truth of Paul’s word perhaps best sums up our 13 years 
serving in Italy as full-time missionaries with ABWE. Paul is 
speaking here of his ministry in which the darkness-dispelling 
power of the Gospel is manifest in his own weakness, frailty, 
and suffering. Our ministry has been marked by pain and 
adversity. We witnessed our first church plant implode and 
utterly fail for reasons beyond our control. For years, Jonathan 
has struggled with chronic and debilitating ailments that, 
on the surface, would appear to severely limit his ability to 
minister. And yet it has been on account of these trials — not 
despite them! — that we have seen the Gospel of Christ at 
work in its most powerful form, both in our lives and in the 
lives of those to whom we minister.
We came to Italy in 2005, specifically in the area of Turin 
in the northwestern region of Piedmont. While many think 
of Italy as devoutly Catholic, very few actually practice their 
faith, or even have any kind of faith at all. Around 13,000 
people live in our community, and the average attendance 
of Catholic mass on any given Sunday is only around 30 
people. This number is indicative of what Italians truly believe 
and what their spiritual condition is. In reality, secularism 
and the occult hold far greater power in our area, with 
Turin being the point of convergence for European white and 
black magic. 
Our ministry is specifically focused on church planting, or 
better, planting church-planting churches. In other words, we 
are all about seeing an indigenous church-planting movement 
come to fruition in which self-sustaining Italian churches are 
reproducing themselves and multiplying throughout the 
region. We praise God that, in 2017, we saw a church started 
in our community, and we are currently pouring our time 
and energy into discipleship and further evangelism in order 
that the church may grow in both breadth and depth, always 
with the goal of seeing this church reproduce itself in the 
surrounding area. 
In this last year and in answer to prayer, God has opened 
countless doors for the Gospel in our community, and we 
are confident that He will bring an abundant harvest. Our 
ministry approach can be summarized simply as pastoring 
our community. While pastoring is normally considered a 
work done within the confines of the church, God has led 
us to see the whole community of the unevangelized as our 
congregation, and our task is simply to dedicate ourselves to 
prayer and to the ministry of the Word in their midst.
God’s greatest blessing to us in our ministry has been to 
show us with painful clarity that truly we are only jars of 
clay, and when we fully embrace this fact and rejoice in our 
weakness, then we see how great indeed is the power of the 
love and grace of God in Christ. It is no accident that our most 
fruitful seasons of ministry have been accompanied by our 
most trying and difficult circumstances.
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SERVING WITH EXCELLENCE
MATT FILLER ’16
One thing that stands out from my time at Cedarville is an 
emphasis of serving with excellence. Cedarville pairs an 
excellent product with the proper purpose. In the classroom, 
I didn’t just hear that God wanted my best, but also why 
He wanted my best. It was for the purpose of bringing Him 
glory, wherever He might end up using me. These principles 
continue to guide me as I serve in missions.
I am currently a “missionary intern” with Word of Life 
in Portugal. I’ve been involved with anything from project 
planning as we continue to update our property after a 
wildfire last fall, to helping coordinate a program that we 
use in public schools and the community that teaches team-
building through games. Another part of my role is to prepare 
for and host outside groups who come 
to serve with our team during short-
term missions trips. I also have the great 
opportunity to serve my local church 
by planning events for our young adult 
ministry. In a country with such a low 
percentage of Gospel believers, I’m 
excited to be a part of a ministry that 
partners with local churches to help 
reach young people with the truth of 
God’s Word! I am blessed to be involved 
with a lot of things, and my goal is to 
do it with excellence for God’s glory.
It is amazing to see how God takes 
our humble efforts to serve Him with 
excellence and watch Him pour out 
His blessings. When I first arrived in 
Portugal, the team was going through 
a time of great transition, and it was 
difficult for both new and existing 
team members. But God — isn’t 
that a great phrase — has been so 
good to us and continues to bless 
our ministry. 
We have seen the fruit of God 
working in the hearts and lives of the people here. In early 
2017, our team was only consistently involved in about four 
churches. Now, just a year and a half later, we’re in double that 
number of churches and we’re having an impact in more than 
20. We had more than 100 additional young people attend 
our camps in 2017 compared to 2018. And we ran a team-
building program in local schools that included about 1,500 
students in the last year. These numbers aren’t just statistics; 
they represent individuals whom the Lord has brought into 
our realm of influence. We can only sit back and praise God 
for the doors He has opened for us to build relationships with 
the people in the churches and communities in Portugal.
I will finish my internship next year, and Lord willing, 
I will become a full-time missionary. I am excited to see 
how God continues to bless and lead as I seek to serve Him 
with excellence.
Michele (Cummings) Solomon ’91 is the Copy Editor for Cedarville 
University Marketing and Communications.
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1950 1960 1970 1980
The desire of Cedarville students, faculty, and staff to spread the Good News of the Kingdom of God 
is evidenced in every year of this timeline. Celebrate with us God’s faithfulness in using Cedarville to 
equip all students as missionaries in their vocations, their neighborhoods, and around the world.
YEARS OF
GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT
1970
President James T. 
Jeremiah hires Harold 
Green (PG) as Campus 
Pastor and Director of 
Christian Service.
1971
Don Callan, Head Men’s Basketball Coach, and 
Green create Missionary Internship Service (MIS); 
first overseas missions team visits Japan and the 
Philippines.1960
First Missions Conference held at Cedarville.
1955
Department of Practical 
Work established; renamed 
Department of Christian 
Ministries in 1959.
1980s
Music and puppet teams travel to Australia, England, 
Brazil, and South Africa; sports teams serve in the Ivory 
Coast, Brazil, Dominican Republic, Portugal, and the 
Philippines. 
1954
Fellowship for World 
Missions student 
organization established.
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1990 2000 2010
YEARS OF
GOSPEL ADVANCEMENT
1994
Brian Nester takes over 
as Director of Mission 
Involvement Services.
2005
More than 600 students 
volunteer to clean up and 
restore the Louisiana and 
Mississippi coastline after 
Hurricane Katrina.
1995
Christian Ministries Division 
moves into Dixon Ministry Center, 
under the leadership of Bob 
Rohm ’68, Vice President for 
Christian Ministries.
1996
Missionary Internship Service 
changes name to Missions 
Involvement Services.
2004
For the first time, more 
than 300 students serve in 
international missions.
Early 1990s
After fall of Berlin Wall, teams go to Russia, Romania, 
and Hungary. 
Late 90s
Students in engineering, teaching English as a second 
language, and computer science programs begin serving 
with missionaries in Liberia, Eastern Europe, and the 
Middle East.
2014
Community Ministries and Missions Involvement Services 
merge to form Global Outreach.
2013
The Christian Ministries and 
Student Life Divisions merge, 
under the leadership of Jon 
Wood, Vice President for 
Student Life and Christian 
Ministries.
2018
Nearly 400 students, 
faculty, and staff 
participate in short-term 
missions trips.
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CHAPEL NOTES
Join the University family in chapel each day via the livestream broadcast (cedarville.edu/chapellive) or Facebook Live  
(cedarville.edu/facebook). Past messages are also archived at cedarville.edu/chapel.
 November 28 John Onwuchekwa 
Lead Pastor 
Cornerstone Church 
Atlanta, Georgia
 January 8–10 Missions Conference 
Kevin Ezell 
President 
North American Mission Board 
Alpharetta, Georgia
In Romans 8, Paul asks four 
compelling questions about 
this love of God for you and 
me. First question, in verse 31, 
“If God is for us, who can be 
against us?”  
We see a lot against 
us: our past, the devil, the 
world. The Bible does not 
ask who is against us. The 
Bible asks, “If God is for us, 
who can be against us?”
God is not neutral 
about you. God is not 
eyeing you with negative 
scrutiny. God is not waiting to see how things are 
going to turn out with you. He knows you completely, 
and He is for you. 
Second question, in verse 32, “He who did not 
spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will 
he not also with him graciously give us all things?”
If God gave up His Son for us, there is no limit 
to the love of God for us. You may wonder, “How far 
will God go with me?” At what point might God say, 
“I knew you’d be a headache, but you just crossed 
the line.”
It’s just unthinkable. Why? Because we’re not that 
bad? No. Because Jesus was abandoned in our place, 
so we would never be abandoned. God is as committed 
to us as He is to His own Son because He gave His Son 
for us. 
Third question, in verses 33 and 34, “Who shall 
bring any charge against God’s elect?” 
The Gospel says God does not condemn moral 
failures who come to Christ and have nothing but 
the empty hands of faith. God pronounces them 
righteous because it is God who justifies them. There 
is no Supreme Court above God who might reverse 
His verdict.
Fourth and final question, in verse 35, “Who shall 
separate us from the love of Christ?”
That really is life’s final question. Paul comes up 
with a list of sufferings and he’s saying, “Listen, that’s 
life in this world for the people God loves.” But in all 
these things — not in some, but in all — we are more 
than conquerors through Him who loved us. 
Nothing will ever separate us from the love of God 
in Christ Jesus our Lord. We conquer by believing in 
His love. Your sufferings are not robbing you. Your 
sufferings are taking you deeper into the love of God.
Ray Ortlund, Jr., is Senior Pastor at Immanuel Nashville in 
Nashville, Tennessee; Council Member for The Gospel Coalition; 
and President of Renewal Ministries. 
The Endless Love of God
The following is an excerpt from an August 28, 2018, chapel presentation by Ray Ortlund, Jr. Listen to his full remarks 
at cedarville.edu/chapel.
If God gave up His Son for us, there is no limit 
to the love of God for us.
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CHAPEL NOTES
Join the University family in chapel each day via the livestream broadcast (cedarville.edu/chapellive) or Facebook Live  
(cedarville.edu/facebook). Past messages are also archived at cedarville.edu/chapel.
 February 12–13 Andrew Peterson 
Musician, Songwriter, Author 
Nashville, Tennessee
 February 27 Andy Naselli 
Associate Professor of New Testament and Theology 
Bethlehem College & Seminary 
Minneapolis, Minnesota
This morning in our time together, I want to draw several 
lessons from Proverbs 7 to help us avoid temptation.
Number 1: Avoid sin. My Christian brothers and 
sisters, we’re bound twice over — once by God’s 
creating love and again by His redeeming love that 
we’ve known in Christ. We are conscience bound to 
resist the temptation to sin. 
Number 2: Avoid the temptation to listen to a defense 
of sin. “I perfumed my bed with myrrh, aloes, and 
cinnamon. My husband’s not at home” (vv. 17, 19). Some 
pleasures are morally wrong. As Christians, our chief 
concern is not what pleases us but what pleases God. 
Number 3: Avoid passivity in the face of temptation. 
“She took hold of him and kissed him and with a brazen 
face she spoke to him” (v. 13). 
Jesus wasn’t passive when He was tempted by 
Satan. He quoted Scripture and He prayed. Flee. 
Involve others in your soul care. Do something. 
Number 4: Don’t ignore the attraction of temptation. 
Other people can have a powerful influence in your 
spiritual life. You want to find godly friends who know 
your life and will help you be more Christlike. This 
doesn’t mean you don’t have non-Christian friends, 
but make sure your Christian friends know about these 
relationships so they can honestly counsel you.
Number 5: Avoid going toward temptation. There’s 
an increased gravitational pull the nearer you are to the 
attracting object. That’s why you and I should avoid 
going toward temptation. We don’t need to go test its 
strength. We should just go the other way.
Train yourself to have other people around you. 
Watch being alone; let other people help you avoid 
a situation you may be struggling with — alcohol, 
pornography, greed, slander, 
coveting, sexual immorality, 
gambling.
Number 6: Consider the 
end of temptation. Sin leads 
to death. Christ, who was God 
incarnate — truly God, truly 
man — died on the cross. 
He died as a substitute in 
the place of all of us who 
would turn from our sins 
and trust Him.
Number 7: Embrace 
wisdom. “My son, keep 
my words and store up my 
commands within you. Guard my teachings as the 
apple of your eye” (vv. 1–2).
To survive such temptations, we need wisdom. Paul 
called Christ the wisdom of God. He is the One that we 
are to embrace by faith. 
This is a world full of temptation, and you and I are 
to join the community of people who don’t go along 
quietly with it, but who object and work against it, who 
avoid temptation, and who embrace God’s wisdom, 
Jesus Christ. Repent of your sins; trust in Christ.
Mark Dever is the Senior Pastor of Capitol Hill Baptist Church in 
Washington, D.C., and the President of 9Marks.
The Basics of Discipleship: Avoid Temptation
The following is an excerpt from a November 7, 2018, chapel presentation by Mark Dever as part of the 9Marks 
Pastors Conference. Listen to his full remarks at cedarville.edu/chapel. 
Consider the end of temptation. Sin leads 
to death.
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Global missions has always been the plan for Priscila (Pri) Gonzalez ’18, a nursing 
major with a cross-cultural minor from Quito, Ecuador. The way there hasn’t always 
been clear or simple, yet the Lord has provided through the generous, and sometimes 
unexpected, gifts of donors to ensure this future missionary gets on the field. 
Pri was born into a missionary 
family and, while she wanted to find 
her own place in ministry, she always 
imagined she would follow her parents’ 
example. Her parents, Daniel and 
Ana Gonzalez, met while attending 
Palabra de Vida Argentina, or Word of 
Life Argentina, a Bible and missions 
preparatory institute that is part of 
Word of Life Fellowship. 
“Most little girls want to be a 
princess; I wanted to be a missionary,” 
said Pri. “My plan was always to go to 
Word of Life Argentina, do the four-
year program, and go straight into 
missions, but God’s plan was slightly 
different than mine.” 
Pri visited Word of Life Bible 
Institute (WOLBI) in New York her 
junior year of high school and became 
convinced she was meant to study 
there. Her dad needed a little more 
time accepting that God wanted his 
little girl to move thousands of miles 
from home, but he came around to the 
idea, and Pri applied and was accepted. 
However, even though the Gonzalez 
family received reduced tuition as Word 
of Life missionaries, the cost was still 
out of reach. 
Then Pri received her financial 
aid package from Word of Life. The 
paperwork revealed the expected 
WOLBI staff scholarship, equivalent 
to 70 percent of tuition, but there was 
something else: the remaining 30 percent 
was paid in full by an anonymous donor. 
One person’s generosity allowed Pri to 
attend WOLBI in New York, which set 
her up for God’s next amazing provision. 
While Pri studied in New York, 
intending to enter missions after the 
two-year program, she was introduced 
to Cedarville University. A close 
relationship between Cedarville and 
WOLBI meant a number of faculty, 
including Cedarville president Dr. 
Thomas White, taught Pri’s classes. 
“I didn’t really want to go to college, 
but God started moving my heart,” 
she explained. 
Though her mom was not a nurse, 
Pri saw how her care for people’s 
phys ica l  hurts  was a  powerful 
opportunity to express the love of Jesus. 
When a family in Michigan invited Pri 
to live with them between her first and 
second year at WOLBI, it looked like 
God was opening a door for her to stay 
in the U.S. and attend nursing school. 
S h e  a p p l i e d  t o  s c h o o l s  i n 
Michigan, but she also applied to 
Cedarvi l le.  Pri  was guaranteed 
scholarships at Cedarville as an 
international student and WOLBI 
THE DONATIONS OF MANY PROVIDE 
EDUCATION FOR FUTURE MISSIONARY 
BY BETHANY PRIEST ’20 
ADVANCING
CEDARVILLE
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transfer student, but the remaining 
cost was still beyond what her family 
could support. 
As Cedarville’s orientation weekend 
came closer, Pri resigned herself to 
leaving New York and heading home. 
Her plane ticket to Argentina seemed 
like tangible proof that nursing school 
wasn’t God’s plan for her after all. Or so 
she thought. 
On the Saturday of Cedarville’s 
orientation weekend, Pri returned to 
the Word of Life campus after being 
without cell reception for a few hours. 
Her phone was flooded with missed 
calls from the Dean of Women. 
“I called her back, freaking out, 
and she said, ‘Pri, I have a family here 
that wants to pay for your school. How 
much money do you need?’” Pri said. 
“I went to my student account, looked 
up the number, and gave it to her.  She 
called me back and said ‘The family 
wants to pay for that. Pack up your bags 
and go to school.’” 
T h r e e  d a y s  l a t e r,  t h e  d a y 
before classes began, Pri arrived 
at Cedarville enrolled as a nursing 
student. The anonymous family’s 
donation, combined with several 
other scholarships and grants, made 
it possible. 
God continues to show that 
Cedarvi l le  is  exactly where He 
wants her to be. The list of grants, 
scholarships, and other contributions 
has grown every year, showing how the 
faithfulness of God’s people, regardless 
the size of their contribution, is used by 
the Lord to accomplish His purposes. 
“God has opened doors that were 
sealed shut,” said Pri. “God has me 
here, so what’s a little money? It seems 
like a lot to me, but what is it to God?”
During spring break this year, Pri led 
a Cedarville team on a 10-day missions 
trip to her home country of Ecuador. 
The students were welcomed into 
mountain community public schools to 
lead vacation Bible school (VBS) and 
share the Gospel. Plans are underway 
to bring VBS and a medical clinic to 
a remote part of Ecuador in summer 
2019. Combining children’s ministry 
with her nursing skills is Pri’s long-term 
missions goal. 
Pri has learned a valuable truth 
in her time at Cedarville so far: “God 
will provide. He’ll open doors. Even 
though it’s not my plan at all, His plan 
will be perfect in every way, and He 
is preparing me for something bigger 
than I can imagine.”
To accomplish His plan, God 
used people who have faithfully and 
generously given, whether big or small. 
“Something that you would think of 
as a small scholarship can be huge. 
College was a dream, something we 
would never be able to afford,” Pri 
explained. “Even a hundred dollars, 
for a missionary kid, can make 
a difference.”
Bethany Priest ’20 is a student Public 
Relations writer for Cedarville University. 
KURIGERS’ LASTING 
GIFT TO CEDARVILLE
This year, Cedarville was blessed with the 
largest estate gift in University history. Roger 
and Charlotte Kuriger designated a majority 
of their estate to Cedarville, a bequest 
totaling $3.1 million. The monies have been 
designated to create the endowed Roger and 
Charlotte Kuriger Scholarship Fund, which 
will benefit students preparing for careers 
in advanced practice nursing or accounting. 
The Kurigers, who had been faithful but 
modest supporters of Cedarville over the 
years, have in this final gift made a difference 
in the lives of students seeking an education 
marked by excellence and grounded in 
biblical truth. We thank Roger and Charlotte 
for making Cedarville part of their estate 
planning, and we encourage you to seek 
the Lord for how Cedarville might be part of 
your legacy as well. Join a growing number 
of individuals who have named Cedarville 
University in their will or estate plan. For 
more about our gift planning resources or 
PhilanthroCorp’s estate planning services, 
contact Albert Grunenwald, Associate Vice 
President for Development, at 937-766-8600 
or agrunenwald@cedarville.edu.
By investing in scholarships, you are an integral part of 
transforming lives — like Pri’s — for vocational distinction 
and Gospel impact.
Give now at cedarville.edu/giving
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ADVANCING
CEDARVILLE
C r a s h
Course
A test drive of the classroom 
experience (without the final exam)
PROGRAM TITLE
Contemporary World Missions 
INSTRUCTOR
Matthew Bennett
Assistant Professor of Missions and Theology
DESCRIPTION
Using biblical and theological foundations of missions, 
students critically assess contemporary missions 
methods, strategies, and tools. Students learn to evaluate 
missions agencies based on biblical, theological, and 
strategic criteria to select an agency with whom to 
work. Students are encouraged to cooperate in their 
local church’s missions involvement and strategize how 
to encourage the global Church to bring the Gospel to 
unreached people. 
BIG IDEA
• Students will investigate the biblical and theological 
foundations for the work of global missions.
• Students will learn to understand the differences 
between mission, ministry, and missions.
• Students will use biblical and theological foundations 
as the metrics for assessing various currently popular 
approaches to missions.
LEARN MORE:
cedarville.edu/bible
“This class taught me how to think through missions 
strategy and examine my own foundations, so that one 
day I can biblically think through approaches or issues. 
This summer, I was able to apply what I learned in this 
class. My church sent me to Guatemala to evaluate the 
applied theology of a missions organization they were 
going to partner with. I was able to apply principles 
learned in this class to evaluate the partnership.”
Lydia Rucker ’20
Dr. Dixon’s 40 Years
For 40 years, Paul Dixon has inspired and influenced students, faculty, and staff at 
Cedarville University. Dixon was named President in 1978 and served until 2003. He 
was appointed Chancellor of the University in 2003 and serves in that role to this 
day. Dixon was recognized for his remarkable record of servant leadership during 
the annual faculty/staff meeting prior to the beginning of the 2018–2019 school year.
New Residence Hall to Open by 2020
Record enrollment for 12 consecutive years, including the largest enrollment this 
year, is leading Cedarville University to build a new residence hall on campus. The 
facility will house approximately 300 students and is expected to open by fall 2020.
The new residence hall will be located on the north end of campus, just 
south of the Yellow Jackets Soccer Complex and west of Callan Athletic 
Center. Nearby will be the townhouses, including the recently named 
Rooke Hall.
“This new hall will tie together and create a neighborhood of residence options,” 
noted Jon Wood, Vice President for Student Life and Christian Ministries. “This 
continues our model of life-on-life discipleship in a residential community. The 
indoor and outdoor spaces associated with this new residence hall will be built with 
community and spiritual growth in mind for the student body.”
The new hall is being funded completely through the University’s cash reserves; 
Cedarville will incur no debt.
CAMPUS NEWS
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Upcoming Events
December
 2 Community Christmas Celebration
 8 Campus Christmas
January
 7 New Student Orientation
 8–10 Missions Conference
 19 CU LEADership Conference
 25–26 Worship 4:24
 31 Winter Play: Appointment With 
Death
February
 1–2, 7–10 Winter Play: Appointment With 
Death
 9 Engineering and Computer Science 
Preview Day
 9 Science and Mathematics Preview 
Day
 18 CU Monday
 22 Nursing Preview Day
March
 4–8 Spring Break
 15 All-Access Orientation
 23 CedarMania
cedarville.edu/events
RE-TWEETS
 T W E
E T  T W
E E T  T W E E T
Jonathan Lyons @jo_nathanlyons ∙ August 19
The @cedarville student body could seriously give any 
worship choir a run for its money. Wow.
Brittany Salmon @brittanynsalmon ∙ August 19
One of my favorite memories from @cedarville was 
serving on SGA and specifically SGA chapels/worship. I 
love seeing that the Spirit is still doing work through these 
student-led events!! 
Erin Johnson @_Erin_Johnson ∙ August 19
So blessed by @cedarville and @DrThomasWhite during 
Getting Started Weekend at CU. Your heart, your mission, 
your approach points all to Christ. Blessed to be Ville Fam!
Megan Newsted @megs_newsted27 ∙ August 20
Jesus is better + more beautiful than anything and 
everything that this world has to offer. I’m grateful for 
profound truths from @SamAllberry to kickstart my final 
Fall Bible Conference here at @cedarville.
Pastor David Vance @pastordavevance ∙ September 13
What an amazing time speaking @cedarville university. 
So love what God is doing at this place. Grateful for 
the Gospel-centered leadership and immense impact 
happening around the world through these students.
Elizabeth Axtell @Liz_Axtell ∙ August 2
The fact that my professors are still contacting me to 
tell me they’re praying for me as I move to grad school 
tomorrow is the entire reason why going to grad school 
is so hard. I’m going to miss them so much! @cedarville 
thank you for hiring professors that care even about grads.
Cedarville Surpasses 4,000 Students for First Time
This fall, Cedarville enrolled 4,193 students in its undergraduate, graduate, and dual enrollment 
programs — the first time in the University’s 131-year history that enrollment has surpassed 
4,000. This year’s enrollment represents an impressive 5.8 percent increase of 230 students over 
last year, which was 3,963. Contributing to the record enrollment was a second consecutive 
record freshman class of 911 students (pictured above), up 4.5 percent compared to last year’s 
record of 872 students, and an 86.5 percent freshman-to-sophomore retention rate. 
The three-story, 63,000-square-foot structure will be one of the largest residence halls on 
campus. One side will be a women’s wing and the other a men’s wing, each with its own lounge. 
The two sides will share a spacious, three-story central lounge. The new hall will also provide 
four handicapped-accessible suites and parking for 200 vehicles.
Danis corporation will construct the building. The entire cost of the project, including 
furniture and infrastructure, is estimated at $13.3 million.
Once completed, this will be the third new residence facility at Cedarville in the last four 
years, and should enable the University to finally close one of the oldest housing units on campus, 
Faith Hall. Cedarville added Jenkins Hall in 2017 and Walker Hall in August.
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If you love Cedarville University 
− home of the Yellow Jackets − this is 
the place to shop.  Browse Cedarville 
apparel, gifts, and athletic-branded 
products available online.
Visit yellowjacketzone.com
VISIT THE
YELLOW
JACKET
ZONE
Yellow Jackets Volleyball Coach Greg Smith 
BY MARK WOMACK ’82
In June, Greg Smith was announced as the new 
Head Women’s Volleyball Coach at Cedarville 
University, after having spent the previous 20-
plus years coaching at the NCAA Division I 
level. For the past nine seasons, he served as 
head coach at the University of Toledo.
The Westmont College graduate was also 
the head coach at Virginia Tech, sandwiched in 
between stops as an assistant at Ohio State and 
later Notre Dame.
Smith shares about his path to Cedarville and what he 
wants Lady Jacket volleyball to be known for. 
Why Cedarville University?
I wanted to be part of a Christian university. I went to a 
Christian college myself, and I thought it would be a great 
opportunity. I’ve always wanted to be in an environment like 
this and be a part of this culture. At previous places where I’ve 
been, you don’t see the spiritual growth that you do here, and 
it’s something I wanted to experience professionally.
What’s your impression of the student-athletes?
We have a great group of girls that want to learn and work 
hard! Our first time on the court together was August, and 
they knew they had lots to learn. They’re easy to coach and a 
wonderful group. I love who they are as people. It allows me 
to enjoy coaching more just because of who they are.
What experience do you bring from Division I that can 
benefit Cedarville?
Division I is a very competitive level. I’ve coached against 
high-level coaches and players. Learning how to train and 
coach against that level has given me a lot of confidence 
coming in. I’ve been pushed by the best, challenged to be 
better, developed my philosophy, and grown.
At the end of the day, we’re all coaching 
volleyball, no matter the level. It’s the same 
principles. Even at the DI level, winning and 
losing isn’t life. There’s got to be a balance, 
even more so at the Division II level.
That’s one thing I learned at Notre Dame 
from our head coach. She had complete 
balance. The most important thing in her life 
was her walk with Christ, followed by her 
family, and volleyball was third. Watching 
her remain balanced while developing a successful program 
taught me a lot. Teams are made up of different mindsets 
and different skill sets. The experiences that I’ve had have 
taught me how to connect with the players and encourage a 
competitive drive. 
What do you envision Cedarville volleyball becoming?
The culture has already been set, and we obviously want 
that to continue. That’s important to me. I also want us to 
compete at the national level, and that means we’re going 
to have to get a lot better as a program. God has given us a 
platform, and I don’t want it just to be known in the Midwest, 
but nationally. I want people to see that we are a Christian 
program that also plays at a very, very high level. My desire is 
that we have the best of both worlds.
Using our talents to the fullest and bringing in the right 
people will help us get there. There’s unlimited potential 
because of who Cedarville University is. There aren’t many 
schools like us. Parents and players are looking for places like 
us. Our previous coaches have built the history, and we want 
to continue to build upon that foundation.
Mark Womack ’82 is Sports Information Director for Cedarville 
University. 
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LIVESTREAM
CU BASKETBALL THIS WINTER
Watch Yellow Jackets men’s and women’s 
home basketball games via livestreaming at 
yellowjackets.cedarville.edu.
MEN’S BASKETBALL
Nov. 29, 7:45 p.m. vs. Hillsdale* 
Dec. 1, 3:15 p.m.  vs. Findlay*
Dec. 6, 7:45 p.m.  vs. Trevecca*
Dec. 8, 3:15 p.m.  vs. Kentucky Wesleyan*
Jan. 17, 7:45 p.m.  vs. Alderson Broaddus* 
Jan. 19, 3:15 p.m.  vs. Davis & Elkins*
Jan. 24, 7:45 p.m.  vs. Ohio Dominican*
Jan. 26, 7:45 p.m.  vs. Ohio Valley*
Feb. 16, 4:15 p.m.  vs. Tiffin*
Feb. 21, 7:45 p.m.  vs. Lake Erie*
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
Nov. 29, 5:30 p.m. vs. Hillsdale*
Dec. 1, 1 p.m. vs. Findlay*
Dec. 6, 5:30 p.m. vs. Trevecca*
Dec. 8, 1 p.m.  vs. Kentucky Wesleyan*
Jan. 17, 5:30 p.m. vs. Alderson Broaddus*
Jan. 19, 1 p.m.  vs. Davis & Elkins*
Jan. 24, 5:30 p.m. vs. Ohio Dominican*
Jan. 26, 5:30 p.m. vs. Ohio Valley*
Feb. 16, 1 p.m. vs. Tiffin*
Feb. 21, 5:30 p.m.  vs. Lake Erie*
Feb. 23, 1 p.m.  vs. Ursuline*
Start Times Eastern, Tentative Streaming Schedule
*Great Midwest Athletic Conference
Learning Diligence Through Difficulties
Every Yellow Jacket team has a student-athlete blogger. In their posts, you catch the heart and soul of the 
team and read how their sport is helping them grow in their walk with Jesus. That comes through in this 
recent post by Taylor Wilkerson ’19 from the Lady Jackets volleyball team. Read Wilkerson’s and other 
athletes’ blogs at cedarville.edu/sportsblogs.
“Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks 
in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus.” (1 Thess. 5:16–18)
I wanted to share that verse with you for 
the pure fact that we all need to hear it and 
live in that truth every day. Secondly, I wanted 
to share it because it is something that our 
team has learned to do more and more. 
Early in the season, our team had a record 
of one win, eight losses. As a team, we pushed 
ourselves mentally and physically and pushed 
each other so hard. To not reap the results in 
wins is frustrating. But we knew that giving up 
and letting frustration rule would only result 
in more losses and a worse attitude, and we 
would not learn to stay dedicated even when 
it is hard. At that point in the season, we 
needed to remember that we were only three 
weeks into our schedule, we still had much to 
accomplish, we needed to be patient in our 
diligence to the sport and to each other, and 
we needed to learn how to be mentally tough 
in our on-court play.
It’s easy to become bitter when working 
hard and not getting results, but we have 
learned to be joyful and dedicated in our 
circumstances and to embrace the season. We 
know that God’s will is done in everything. I 
pray that we will push into Him for strength to 
carry on and become a team that doesn’t give 
up because of our circumstances.
Another verse that comes to mind is Isaiah 
41:10: “So do not fear, for I am with you; do 
not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you; I will uphold 
you with my righteous right hand.” We need 
not be fearful of failing or of working hard, 
because we know God’s will for us is to work 
hard, and He will strengthen us as we do. 
Whether we are rewarded with winning or 
not, we are learning the value of diligence 
and fearlessness.
Taylor Wilkerson ’19 is an outside 
hitter on the Cedarville University 
women’s volleyball team. 
Bold New Stinger on Campus
New shoes? Check. New jersey? Check. Vibrant, eye-popping colors? Check. 
Bold, energetic style? Check. Cedarville University’s mascot, Stinger, had his 
own back-to-school checklist and came back to campus sporting an athletic 
new look. Check out his reveal video at cedarville.edu/stingerreveal.
The women’s volleyball team went on to a 13-17 overall record, 11-8 regular season conference record, and 
finished the regular season with a five-game winning streak.
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Chick-fil-A Coming to Campus
By July 2020, Cedarville University students will have the 
option of eating at Chick-fil-A on campus, thanks to an 
agreement between the University and Chick-fil-A. The new 
eatery will be open to students and the general public. The 
Chick-fil-A restaurant is part of the University’s 
10-year master plan announced last fall. 
“We are excited to 
create another dining 
option for our students,” 
said Thomas White, President of Cedarville University. “This 
new venue will take pressure off our current dining hall 
during peak hours, while also providing another food option 
for people in the Cedarville community.”
The new restaurant will be managed by Pioneer 
Food Services, which currently operates the University’s 
dining hall. 
Stevens Student Center Gets a Makeover
The changes are evident the moment you walk in the front 
door. There, on the far right wall, Cedarville mascot Stinger 
welcomes you — all 22 feet by 35 ½ feet of him. 
The gigantic yellow jacket is not the only change awaiting 
visitors to the Stevens Student Center (SSC). Vibrant blue and 
white diagonals pop on the walls; new enlarged directional 
lettering points you to Admissions, restrooms, and the dining 
hall. Add to all this new paint, carpet, and artwork, and it’s a 
lively look that matches Cedarville’s lively student community. 
In addition to reflecting Cedarville’s excitement and 
energy, the facility also became more user-friendly for outside 
guests and prospective students. 
Beyond the changes to the upstairs lobby, portions of the 
lower lobby were repainted and recarpeted. The event rooms 
and Admissions front office also received new carpet, and the 
Career Services office lobby is being repainted.
“We also want the space to reflect the character and 
values of Cedarville so guests are informed and students 
are reminded of who we are,” explained Chad Jackson ’05, 
Creative Director, who led the transformation of the SSC. 
“My hope is that every person who walks into the student 
center will feel welcomed, energized, and excited about being 
on campus.” 
Golf Open Funds Scholarships
2018
CEDARVILLE
SCHOLARSHIP
GOLF OPEN
Presented by
 §Pioneer College Caterers
 §Danis
 §First Baptist Church, Elkhart
 §Goodson Clothing & Supply Co
 §McGohan Brabender
 §Paul J. Ford & Company
 §Prairie Farms
 §Urbancrest Church
 §Waibel Energy Systems
The 2018 Cedarville Scholarship 
G o l f  O p e n  r a i s e d 
approximately $42,000 
for students desiring a 
life-transforming Cedarville 
University education. Thanks 
to our tournament sponsor, 
KeyBanc Capital Markets, and our 
corporate team sponsors listed below.
Save the date to attend the 2019 Golf Open on May 28.
To register, call Alathea at 937-766-4725.
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38 | Cedarville Magazine
The Missionary Intern Service, later known as 
Missions Involvement Services (MIS), was the 
forerunner of today’s Cedarville University 
Global Outreach. The first team went out in 
1971 to Japan and the Philippines, and by the 
following year, the growth of Cedarville’s 
international missions effort had multiplied 
exponentially. The March 26, 1972, issue of 
the Whispering Cedars student newspaper 
notes that growth, and this is the first 
recorded use of the MIS name to designate 
Cedarville’s efforts to spread the Gospel 
around the world.
Missions 
on the Move
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Know. Live. Share. These three words 
summarize the heartbeat of missions 
mobilization at Cedarville University. In 
this magazine, we are called 
to seriously reckon how to live 
our lives in light of God’s heart 
for the nations. These pages 
have shown us the priority 
of creating Gospel access for 
all peoples, the rich legacy of 
faithful servants at Cedarville, 
and the current impact students 
are having on mission for Christ to the 
ends of the earth. 
The articles in this issue beg the 
question: How will you and I live in a 
way that reflects the priorities of our 
God who is on mission among all people-
groups around the globe? The answer 
lies in the three words that guide our 
approach to mobilizing students for 
missions engagement.
Know the Gospel. All of life 
originates in knowing the Gospel and the 
fullness of its implications for our times. 
As Christians, we care about and seek to 
demonstrate love in the face of all human 
suffering, especially eternal suffering. 
To rescue those who are perishing, we 
begin by proclaiming the remedy already 
provided. Only through the work of 
Christ on the cross, and a response of 
faith and repentance to that finished 
work, is the ultimate claim of death 
conquered for an individual. We must 
be gripped by the reality of the Gospel in 
our lives.
Live the Gospel. If this Gospel is 
the only remedy for sin, then it changes 
our entire framework. The implications 
of the Gospel are comprehensive and 
transforming for every detail of life. Any 
corner of our lives not filled with Gospel 
light and pursued with Gospel rationale 
is short of God’s design. Far 
too often we start by trusting 
entirely in the work of Christ, 
only to slip into reliance on 
our effort for spiritual merit 
and ministry effectiveness. The 
kingdom of God is advancing 
by His design, and we have the 
opportunity to be part of His 
amazing work among the nations, if we 
walk in the Gospel.
Share the Gospel. The famed 19th-
century British cricket player turned 
missionary, C.T. Studd, said, “If Jesus 
Christ be God and died for me, then no 
sacrifice can be too great for me to make 
for Him.” Christ’s ultimate sacrifice for 
sin and the eternal fruits of His mission-
focused faithfulness will always outpace 
any level of sacrifice we could offer. 
The Gospel is the power of God for 
salvation (Rom. 1:16), and salvation 
comes in a faith response to hearing that 
Gospel (Rom. 10:9). In light of this, there 
is no higher mark of love for another 
than to proclaim the work of Christ. This 
should be our goal among our families, 
with friends, on daily transit, among 
co-workers, and in numerous other 
venues where we cross paths every day 
with people who need the new life Jesus 
offers. Will you join Cedarville University 
in the lifelong pursuit of knowing, living, 
and sharing the Gospel?
Jon Wood is Vice President for Student Life and 
Christian Ministries. He earned his Ph.D. in 
systematic theology from Southwestern Baptist 
Theological Seminary. 
Know. Live. Share.
IN CLOSING
GIVE TODAY!
cedarville.edu/giveglobal
Your gifts to the CUGO Scholarship Fund make 
it possible for students to share the hope of the 
Gospel with a hurting world. Whether around the 
corner or across the globe, our students are on 
mission to change the world for Jesus Christ.
WHEN YOU GIVE, 
STUDENTS GO
JANUARY 19, 2019
Preconference option on Friday, January 18
Use discount code CULEADMagazine to receive $5 off registration.
Encourage high school students you know to register today!
cedarville.edu/culead
See more spring visit opportunities at cedarville.edu/visit.
 ACHIEVE MORE WITH A 
GRADUATE DEGREE
 FROM CEDARVILLE UNIVERSITY
  Doctor of Pharmacy - residential
  Master of Business Administration - online
  Master of Divinity - residential (including an Advanced M.Div. option)
  Master of Ministry - online
  Master of Science in Nursing - online
Learn more and apply:
cedarville.edu/graduate
